A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR’S WIFE

Jeff would like very much to apologize for the format of this month’s Epistle, but due to unforeseen health issues, this is as close as he got to the completed version. Until further notice we would ask that any announcements you might need published in the Epistle be redirected to the weekly church bulletin instead, through the church office. 


Thank you for your understanding…and thank you all for your prayers!

Many Blessings, 
Cathy (Jeff’s Administrative Assistant)

MINISTER’S MESSAGE

"O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing praise to him; tell of his wonderful works." (Psalm 105:1-2)

I have found in these last weeks that all my prayers seem to be "Thank you!" to God for the many blessings I see in my life. It is somewhat ironic that just as we prepare to let go of things in our lives we see most clearly how precious they really are. Not that they haven't been precious all along but the reflection that accompanies life changes opens our eyes and hearts to seeing even more acutely God is in every detail and every person, and the only words that begin to capture all that is in my heart to say are "Thank you!"

Thank you to all of you, for your love and your friendship these past three years. I have enjoyed every day of our time together. Each and every one of you has taught me something new and wonderful about the life of faith; be it your courage, your wisdom, your generosity, or your openness to God's Spirit at work in your life and in the church. I am so grateful for your prayers, your commitment to each other and to God, your willingness to try new things, and for your grace and patience.

Thank you to the Lois and the Choir for making my heart sing through your gift of music.

Thank you to Cathy Shaw, Christian Education Committee and all St. Paul's kids for inspiring me with your enthusiasm, creativity and joy. 
Thank you to our Lay Visitors for including me in your circle of loving care for those in our community. 
Thank you OSAC for showing me new ways to honour God through your work for justice and peace.

Thank you Ushers and Greeters for being the face of Christ to all who enter here.

Thank you UCW for your faithfulness and generosity to the church.

Thank you Men's Group for your contributions to the life of St. Paul's.

Thank you Lorne and members of the Property Committee for taking such good care of God's house.

Thank you Finance Committee for continuing to teach us the full meaning of Stewardship.

Thank you Worship Committee for your creativity.

Thank you Soundboard Crew for ensuring our services are accessible to all.

Thank you Sharon for helping make this a place of welcome for the community.

Thank you Council for your leadership and vision.

Thank you Communications Committee for helping us share the Good News of all that God is doing here. 
Thank you Prayer Shawl Ministry for wrapping God's love around all who are in need.

Thank you Bible "DISCUSSION" Group for your curiosity and sharing.

Thank you M&P Committee for taking such good care of us all on staff.

(And just in case I left anyone out...) Thank you all for welcoming me and for being part of my life.

You have helped me know in fuller measure the meaning of the Psalmists words. Sometimes our hearts are so filled with thanksgiving and joy that the only way to give voice to all that our hearts hold is to pray, and so I close in prayer....

Thank you God, for leading me to St. Paul's United Church. It has been a joy and privilege to be part of this faith family. I suppose one could say you sent me here to minister to them, but only you know how very real are the ways that they have ministered to me, and I thank you. These are very special people, Lord, and in them your love and goodness shine. Guide them and protect them as they journey in faith together. May they know the faith you have in them, feel your sure blessing upon them, and trust that with the abundance of gifts and talents you have given them in each other, that there is nothing they cannot do for your glory. Hold them close and bless them, now and always, in Jesus' holy name. Amen

Yours in Christ,

Cathy Dilts

(cathydilts@rogers.com – Please feel free to stay in touch)

P.S. Thank you for the lovely card and silver cross. It is beautiful and I will treasure it. You are always in my prayers. God bless!

IN MEMORIAM
Inese Grinfelds, loving wife of Teodors, mother of Gregors (Kim Lawrance) and Dagmara (Moises) and grandmother of David and Erica
Ernest (Ernie) Armstrong, loving husband of Eleanor, father of Rand (Margaret), Patricia (George), grandfather of Amanda (Steve), Tamara (Alex), Adam, great-grandpa of Rebbecca, Clayton and Simon

William (Bill) Fleming, loving husband of Diane, father of Cheryl, Carol (Rob) and Michael (Lisa), step-sons Tim (Enid) and Drew (Gillian), grandfather of Justin, Shawna, Kari, Christine, RJ, Brandon, Dallas, Raeanne, Michelle, Ruby and Emily

WE ARE EXPANDING
Submitted by Mabel Spencer
This is a special notice about the Bridge Club. We will now have a new title “GAMES NIGHT”.
We’ll meet the second Friday of the month from September to May at 7:30 pm on the third floor.

We welcome Euchre players, Cribbage players, Whist and Court Whist players, and of course Bridge Players. If you have another game you’d like to play, bring it along and we’ll try it.

We extend this invitation to all members of the church and your friends.

Hope to see you on Friday, September 9th at 7:30 pm.

If you have any question, please feel free to contact me at 905-683-7992.

ALARM SYSTEM UPDATE
Submitted by Sharon Eagleson

I am sorry but the new codes will not be up and running until October. I have sent out e-mails and/or letters to each person with a code and as of yet have not heard back from everyone. If you received an e-mail or letter (or especially if you did not) please be sure to contact me ASAP so that I can make up the new lists and assign new codes. Please remember once the old codes are retired (on October 31st) YOU WILL SET OFF THE ALARM USING AN OLD CODE. Thanking you in advance for your co-operation.

COFFEE TIME

Submitted by Sharon Eagleson

Hello All. Our coffee time after worship begins September 11th. We do have someone to serve that day but are now asking you to check your calendars to see if you perhaps would like to do this very important service for St. Paul’s and the congregation. If you are available please contact Reg Carter at 289-387-1272 or 686-2414. The list will be posted by the coffee pass thru by September 11th. Thank you.

THANK YOU
Submitted by Diane Fleming
I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation for the overwhelming support that I received after the passing of my husband Bill.

Bill’s passing was unexpected; however the support at the visitation, the many cards and telephone calls and the prayers and hugs that were given so freely by the St Paul’s family has helped ease the pain.

Thank you to Cathy for visiting Bill faithfully at the hospital, for praying with the family at his bedside, and for the beautiful service provided.

Thank you to all of the ladies at St Paul’s who prepared and served the food at the reception following the service.

Thank you to Gary for your very touching rendition of His Eye is On the Sparrow. And thank you Lois for providing such beautiful music.

Thank you to Sharon and Lorne for your faithful support. 
SHOP AND SUPPORT ORDERS

Submitted by Wendy Mason

The order normally due on the first Sunday of the month (ie September 4, 2011) will be due on Sunday, September 11 with delivery for Sunday, September 18, 2011.
TO ALL OBSERVER SUBSCRIBERS

Submitted by Wendy Mason

Renewals are due by mid October. Still only $20.00 a year for a magazine that keeps you informed of what is happening in the United Church, and much, much more.

You can drop a cheque in the collection plate payable to St. Paul’s, duly noting that it is for your Observer renewal.

Please call Wendy Mason if you need more information at 905-427-2817.

SURPRISE FOR CATHY

Submitted by Linda Westendorp, Chair of Council

For those of you who were fortunate enough to attend the celebration of Cathy's ministry on Sunday, August 28th, you will know that she was very pleasantly surprised. It really didn't register until we heard the choir perform their anthem that something magical was happening. Lois and her choir of angels met on the previous Thursday night to fine-tune their musical tribute to Cathy .When Cathy began her sermon she lost her composure momentarily, but regained the strength in her voice, and delivered a message of hope and love which we will carry in our hearts.

Following the worship service, everyone gathered downstairs in the church hall to enjoy the fellowship of our friends and neighbours, many of whom we have not seen all summer. Presentations followed by the prayer shawl ministry, UCW and the congregation itself. Thoughtful gifts and kind words were shared, which I am certain brought memories of Cathy's generous spirit flowing among us. Her husband, Dave, managed to arrive in time to provide her with possibly the biggest surprise of the day.

Thanks again go out to everyone who had a hand in this celebration: Sharon, Dorothy, Lois, June, Bill, Karen, Val and Diane to name a few. 
Please keep in mind that Cathy will be available in her office the week of September 20-23 if you are in need of her counsel.

CALLING ALL GIRLS AGES 6 - 8

Submitted by Nancy Lomax

There is a fun girls group just for you!! It is called Messengers and we meet every Wednesday night, here at the church!! 
Come join us from 7.00-8.30pm for fun, games, crafts...and of course, a snack!!

For more info please call Nancy Lomax at 905-683-9283

TO OUR ST. PAUL’S FAMILY

Submitted by Kim Lawrance and Greg Grinfelds

Thank you so much for your prayers, love and support over the past year as Greg’s mom, Inese, battled breast cancer. She was a woman of strong faith and great love. It was a love that reached out not only to her family, but also to everyone she met, just as your love reached out to Greg and me during that difficult time. My mother-in-law was strengthened to know that she was in your prayers and confident she would be reunited with all those she had loved and lost once again. Although we miss her greatly, we know that heaven rejoiced at her arrival. We would also like to say a special thank you to the ladies who worked so hard to make the reception after the funeral something she would have loved. With our deepest thanks, Kim Lawrance & Greg Grinfelds

THE JOINT NEEDS ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE: HERE TO HEAR YOUR VOICE

Submitted by Susan Reed and Sarah Wood

The Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC) wants to hear your input as a member of St. Paul’s United Church. Through our work over the summer in partnership with members from Presbytery, we’ve been preparing ourselves to capture a clear understanding of church members’ needs as we all adjust to this new chapter in our church history. The JNAC’s task is a vital one in the search for a new minister, and it continues to be an interesting and engaging process.

The primary role of the JNAC is to gather and compile the information needed to flesh out a concise and inviting report and job description by which prospective applicants will initially encounter our church. This document comprises three separate parts, firstly describing the faith needs and aspirations of our congregation, secondly, the physical and financial realities of St. Paul’s and finally, the attractiveness of living in Ajax and Durham Region. Applicants will rely on this document in their initial decision to apply for the position of minister at St. Paul’s. 
Our JNAC Committee is comprised, in total, of 10 members and 2 alternates. Together we represent groups from all walks of life; our members range from 20 to over 80 years in age and participate in many men’s and women’s groups within the church. Some members have been in the church for less than a year, while others have spent over twenty years worshiping at St. Paul’s. Many members have grown up in the United Church, but have also spent some time worshipping in Roman Catholic, Pentecostal, Anglican and other Protestant churches. As a collective, we are passionate about our faith in Jesus Christ and the role that St. Paul’s United Church plays in the service of our faith. Our members include: Stuart McLean (chairperson), Barb Kisil (recording secretary), Susan Reed (corresponding secretary), Reg Carter, Julia Godfrey, Bill Sheaves, Kim Lawrence, Michael Morrison, Laura Springate and Sarah Wood. Two representatives from Presbytery have also been assigned to be part of the committee- we are lucky enough to welcome Rev. Rob Selby from Claremont United Church and Ted Bazeley from St. Mark’s United Church in Whitby. Our committee alternates are Robert Hunt and Wendy Mason. 
The JNAC is not just a task-based committee within the church carrying out a directive; members report a sense of highly spiritual motivation as we undertake this mission to aid in the search for a new minister. Some members are serving in their third JNAC while others are experiencing the process for the first time. Regardless, the sense of community felt by members of the congregation is echoed within the JNAC as we do our best to reflect your needs and accurately capture the special spirit of St. Paul’s. 


Since the establishment of the JNAC in the spring, the committee has met throughout the summer to discuss matters such as information-gathering, the establishment of timelines, and ways to keep you as a congregational member informed, among other topics. Our lively discussions have been not only enjoyable, but highly collaborative and fruitful. This message in the Epistle is the first of many such efforts- look for a monthly update in the Epistle and regular ‘Minute for Ministry’ information updates in our Sunday services.

In the coming weeks we will be asking to hear your voices about the future for our church as we work toward calling our new minister. To that effect, on September 25th, the JNAC is pleased to conduct the Sunday morning service, praising God and asking for His direction as we begin this spirit-filled journey. Attendees are sure to enjoy our team effort in connecting and working with the congregation in this interesting service. We very much look forward to hearing your voice and being able to reflect your unique spiritual needs to prospective applicants as we move forward. 
We hope to see you at the September 25th service and invite your continued input as you feel moved to share it. We ask that your prayers be for the members of our committee as we work hard to do the best job possible for St. Paul’s. 
CHAT FROM THE CHAIR

Submitted by Bill Sheaves, Chair of Congregation

Hello everyone and God Bless. It has been one heck of a summer. I speak not only of the weather, but also of what is happening at our church. By the time you read this, Rev. Cathy will have preached her last service with us and will be going on holidays. She officially leaves our charge on September 25. Her call was all I could ask. She has given us life, excitement and enthusiasm. On behalf of the Congregation I wish her good luck and God speed. 
I know this has been very hard on a lot of our members, but rest assured, the leadership of our church has not been laying down on the job. All the staff, Lois, Sharon, Cathy Shaw and Lorne are making major contributions to our church life. I want to thank Council (especially Linda Westendorp), the Ministry and Personnel, Worship and Music committees for their unflagging and tireless efforts in preparing our congregation for the time without a minister. Our Licensed Lay Worship Leaders, Kim Lawrance and Cathy Shaw have also been working hard during the summer and I know they are preparing for services in the fall. (For anyone that I missed, I apologize and I thank you.)

As you will read in another section of the Epistle, the Joint Needs Assessment Committee is up and running and has been working diligently on fulfilling its mandate for you. 
The loss of a minister is one of the greatest trials for a congregation. The people I have mentioned have taken advantage of the summer by working positively for the congregation. Our ministry at St. Paul’s includes every member of the church. Our church family has only one obligation and that is to work together, not only for each other but the greater good of our God and our Church. I hope and I pray that whatever our future may hold, that you believe that you are a necessary part of that ministry.

CGIT STARTS UP AGAIN

Submitted by Sonja O’Brien

Just a note to let the congregation know that CGIT will start once again on Thursday September 8th, 2011 at 7pm in the large basement room. Canadian Girls In Training is a girls youth group for ages 12-17 with an emphasis on friendship and fellowship. For further information please contact me at 905 683 6472 or sonja.obrien@live.ca. We've got a fun year planned and always welcome newcomers!

MEMORIAL HYMN SING

Submitted by Linda Westendorp, Worship and Music Committee

After the success of our first annual Memorial and Celebration Hymn Sing, it was decided that we should do it again this year. On Sunday November 20, 2011, at 7:00 pm. we will have an opportunity to repeat this wonderful celebration of music and fellowship.

This service of song and prayer will give us an opportunity to remember and give God thanks and praise for those whom we have loved and lost. It will also present us with a chance to give thanks for special occasions or events.

All donations will be used to support the ongoing mission of St. Paul’s: 50% going to the Memorial Fund, and 50% to the ongoing outreach work of our church.

Pledge forms will be available on the table at the back of the church, along with a complete list of hymn selections. Indicate on the form your choice of hymn, the name of the person in whose memory or honour this hymn is dedicated, and the amount of your donation. These amounts will not be published. Tax receipts will be issued at the end of the year for donations over $20.00.

For acknowledgement in the bulletin, please complete your form and return it, via the offering plate or directly to the church office on or before November 11, 2011.

Please feel free to invite your friends and neighbours to join us in this service of celebration and remembrance. Share the good news of God’s love with those in our community as we gather to worship God.

TOGETHER WE CAN – STEWARDSHIP 2011 – OCT. 5TH – OCT. 30TH

Submitted by Dorothy Wilkins, Stewardship Committee

A new season of the year; a new set of sights, sounds and smells, new things to be excited about, new messages from our pulpit, new opportunities and new possibilities at St Paul’s.

We have been a “can-do” church and we especially need that now. We have made changes for the better under Cathy’s leadership and we can look forward to our future.

“Together We Can” will remind us of our calling and vision and provide current financial information and projections. This month is an excellent time to pray about our priorities and make plans for the new year. A pledge form is included to provide a record for your reference and a part to return to indicate your financial support for 2012. 
The stewardship package will again be distributed by e-mail to those who receive the Epistle by 
e-mail and the remainder, who have identified themselves with St Paul’s, will receive theirs by Canada Post. 
Sunday October 30th is the day we will take some special time to thank God for all his blessings and all the commitments that have been made. This day will be marked by celebration and a pot luck luncheon after the service. Please note this date on your calendar and plan to attend.

BAZAAR, BAZAAR

Submitted by Jennifer Cree

It is that time of year again. The annual St. Paul's Bazaar. The date is Saturday November 5, 2011.
Please think of us when you are preparing your preserves or decluttering your home. 
If you wish to help out in any way, please give me a call Jennifer Cree 905-686-4467.
Thank you for your support.

SOUND SYSTEM

Church services are now being recorded in MP3 format.  To receive services via email or if you have any questions please email Steve Lomax at hydro567@rogers.com
WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE OF YOU?
Submitted by Cathy Shaw, Program Coordinator
The following are areas in which your help would greatly make a difference to the children of our congregation, so please consider stepping out of your comfort zone; stepping up to the plate and prayerfully giving this request some serious thought. Thank you!

Nursery Roster (BabyGAPP): Our trial run last year of a rotating Nursery Roster worked so well that we are going to try it again…but we need you to make it a success! This is how it works…instead of having just one person responsible for overseeing the nursery each week, we have a roster of names so that the commitment is not so great and you can sign up for the date(s) that work for you; the more names on the list, the less you need to do. If there are no children in the nursery by the beginning of the service than you can head upstairs for worship. All that we ask is that you sit near the back of the sanctuary so that if anyone requires the nursery during the service, you can witness the need and accompany them downstairs. For those who do not wish to miss a single word of worship, please know that there is a speaker in the nursery so that the service comes through loud and clear. Sounds easy? It is, so please sign up today…all dates are wide open!

GAPP Workshop Leaders: After Thanksgiving weekend, our GAPP (God’s Awesome People Place) Sunday School program will resume. GAPP is a rotational based program that has the children attending a different workshop/activity each week while focusing on the same topic for three or four weeks at a time. 
The commitment to leading is not a huge one, as you will only need to lead one particular workshop (of your choosing), usually for only one or two weeks. The entire program is provided for you, so even if you have never taught before, it will be a breeze. Assistance will always be close by! 
There is no age or gender limit to leading a workshop, just a desire to make a difference in the life of a child. Please don’t wait for someone else to sign on…this wonderful opportunity is waiting for you!
Interested?: For more information on these opportunities to share your faith and help make Every Kid Count, please contact the church office at 905-683-4740  
GAPP (GOD’S AWESOME PEOPLE PLACE)
Submitted by Cathy Shaw, Program Coordinator
Our GAPP Sunday School program will not officially begin until after the Thanksgiving weekend. 
Please know that there will still be programming and activities for the children each week, beginning September 18 until the GAPP kick-off on October 16, so please consider joining us.

 If you are interested in helping with GAPP, or if you have any questions about the program, please contact the church office. 
WE DID IT – AGAIN!
Submitted by Cathy Shaw, Program Coordinator
Another summer is done and another VBS has come and gone. What a wonderful week we had opening our doors to the children of our community…and beyond! 
 Many thanks go to those who so bravely volunteered to lead, guide and nurture forty children for the week. This program could never have touched so many lives without the dedication of the nineteen incredible people that made up the leadership team!

Our theme for our 7th VBS was the “Shake It Up Café”, where the children and adults learned how important God’s Recipe is in their lives. We sang, explored, discovered, danced, learned and laughed together as the Holy Spirit moved in our midst. 
Thank you to our volunteers for sharing their amazing God-given gifts and thank you to the C.I.T’s (Chefs in Training) for making this VBS so memorable! We hope to see you next year!

JUNIOR CHOIR
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 
New this year!!! Registration on Sunday, September 11th, right after service. We’ll meet at the organ. If you can’t make it that day, please call me, Lois Craig, at 905-428-1457. Practices begin September 18th. Junior Choir is open to boys and girls age 6 and older.

Practices are 30 minutes long, right after Church/Sunday School/GAPP in the Choir Room.

Highlights

· White Gift Service at 10:30 am December 4th – Sing 1 or 2 songs

· Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm December 24th – Help lead the carol sing and sing 1 or 2 songs.

· Sing at a local Senior’s Residence.

Why should your children / grandchildren / nieces / nephews join St. Paul’s Junior Choir? To learn to sing and HAVE FUN!!

INSTRUMENTALISTS
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 
Calling all instrumentalists. St. Paul’s would like to make use of YOUR talent. Perhaps you’d like to play along with the Choir. Perhaps you could play a solo, with or without accompaniment during the offering at the 10:30 service. Perhaps you play piano and would like to play a duet with Lois, or with your regular duet partner. To make yourself known, please call Lois at 905-428-1457. Looking forward to hearing from you.

SENIOR CHOIR
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 
Calling one! Calling all! Choir practice resumes Thursday, September 8th at 7:00 pm after a well deserved and hopefully refreshing summer break. Now, we come back together to unite our voices in song. St. Paul’s is fortunate to have such a faithful and enthusiastic group. But there is room for more! You are invited to join us as we prepare this year’s music. All voice types are needed, both men and women with high and low voices. For those of you who have never sung in parts or harmony, I share a description from the book “The Red Tent” that I think may help entice you to try this, especially if it’s a new experience for you…“their song was unlike anything I’d ever heard . . . They sang the words in unison, yet somehow created a web of sound with their voices. It was like hearing a piece of fabric woven with all the colours of the rainbow. I did not know that such beauty could be formed by the human mouth. I had never heard harmony before”

You may have heard the Choir sing in harmony for years, but to actually be a part of it, that’s something else!

Please consider joining us this year. Practices are Thursdays from 7-9 pm. For more information, call Lois at 905-428-1457; speak to any Choir member; or come to any Choir practice.

Note: Until 7:00 pm ring the bell at the Northwest/Back Door marked “Choir Room/Piano Lessons”. After 7:00 pm ring the bell at the South Door/Side Door near the Minister’s Office.
AN INVITATION
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 

You are invited to the Senior Choir’s 6th Annual Open House/”Bring a Friend Night”. It is Thursday, October 27th at 7:00 pm. For more information, Call Lois at 905-428-1457 or see the June Epistle.
Practice will end at 8:45 pm, followed by a social time with snacks.

YOU SUGGEST THE MUSIC
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 

Lois, St. Paul’s Music Director, is looking for your favourite hymns to play before the service begins each week. They can be from many sources – if you supply the title, it can probably be tracked down. Please jot down the title and put on the organ or in the basket on the Choir Room door. Thanks for your participation.

SHORT TERM MEMORIES???
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 

New this year, commit yourself to 3 weeks of Choir Practice, and prepare an Anthem and create memories for yourself and the congregation.

AMAZING GRACE arranged in the Gospel Style will be rehearsed September 8th, 15th and 22nd and sung on September 25th.
CHRISTMAS – NOT ALREADY????
Submitted by Lois Craig, Music Director for St. Paul’s 

Want to sing with the Choir on December 11th? Sunday afternoon practices are set for October 23th and November 20th from 2-4 pm. Let Lois know you are coming, so music will be ready for you. Lois can be reached at 904-428-1457.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 11th 
10:30 am
Worship - TBA



September 18th 
10:30 am
Worship – Kim Lawrance
September 25th 
10:30 am
Worship - JNAC
October 2nd 

10:30 am
Worship – Rev. Brian Gee
JUST A THOUGHT…
If God brings you to it…God will get you through it!
TASTE OF DURHAM





MINI MARKET


 


September 18, 2011  11:30 am - 2:00 pm


 


St. Paul’s United Church


 


All natural beef pies, lasagna, shepherds pie, sausage rolls


 


Lamb products	Wild bird seed	Organic Veggies


 


Baked Goods	Muffuletta sandwiches


 


SUPPORT OUR LOCAL PRODUCERS!!


 


Yellowlees Farm	Snowden Farms	Lunar Rhythm Gardens


 


Right in your neighbourhood!




















